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Globally, an estimated Globally, an estimated 500 million 500 million people who menstruate lack access topeople who menstruate lack access to

menstrual products and hygiene facilities.menstrual products and hygiene facilities.

There are an estimated There are an estimated 16.9 million16.9 million  people who menstruate living in poverty inpeople who menstruate living in poverty in

the United States.the United States.

Just 36%Just 36% of India's 355 million menstruating female population use sanitary of India's 355 million menstruating female population use sanitary

towels for protection. An towels for protection. An estimated 70 percentestimated 70 percent of all reproductive health of all reproductive health

issues are caused by poor menstrual hygiene.issues are caused by poor menstrual hygiene.

71% of girls in India report having no knowledge of menstruation before their71% of girls in India report having no knowledge of menstruation before their

first period.first period. This unpreparedness leads to shock, fear, frustration at the This unpreparedness leads to shock, fear, frustration at the

situation and anxiety. And that often results in school dropouts.situation and anxiety. And that often results in school dropouts.

Period povertyPeriod poverty is a lack of access to is a lack of access to menstrual products, education, hygiene menstrual products, education, hygiene

facilities, waste management,facilities, waste management, or a combination of these. It affects an estimated or a combination of these. It affects an estimated

500 million people worldwide.500 million people worldwide.
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https://journals.lww.com/greenjournal/Abstract/2020/05001/Period_Poverty_and_the_Menstrual_Product_Tax_in.234.aspx
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